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For the Advocate of Moral Reform
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Worcester, 10" month 4" 1837

My dear sister - The solemn and important Query often arises in my mind, "What
are the duties of women at the Momentous crisjg?" We are living in such an
artificial state of Society and are sg trammeled by the "tradition of men," that jt is
difficult to disencumber the mind of g extraneous Mmatter, 3| merely human
judgment, ang €rect a standard of duty and usefulness, from the only safe guide,

rather charge the holy men of old, with Contradicting themselves of important
points, as we do St. Paul, when he tells us in the 11 n of 1¢ Cor. How we are to
be appareled when we preach and pray in public assemblies - and the 14" that
women are o keep silence in the churches, &c.; and we shrink from an

Sometimes wholly crushed.

The first duty, | believe, which devolves on our sex now, js to think for
themselves, to take the volume of inspiration in their hand, to enter into theijr
Closet and to agk wisdom. "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who
giveth liberally and upbraided not,; and it shaj be given him. But let him agk in



s

V‘ "‘,gwthat man should be her God, and that she should have access to her Maker,

¥ through the medium of man: if | admit that woman was given to man, | must

. admit his unlimited power over her, both temporally and spiritually. | see no
stopping place, and a s | cannot charge my maker with having given one half of
his accountable creatures into the keeping of the other half, equally corrupt with
themselves, without accusing him of absurdity and injustice, | cannot sanction the
long received opinion, that woman is "God's last and best gift to man." | turn to
my Bible to see where Milton and his unthinking admirers got this idea, so fraught
with injury to woman, and | find nothing there, to substantiate the notion; so far
from it, | find that god created THEM in his own image, crowned THEM with the
diadem of glory and honor, and gave THEM dominion over the fish of the sea,
&c., and blessed THEM. At no subsequent period was this grant to woman, any
more than to man, revoked, and hence | conclude they are standing on the same
platform of human rights, under the immediate government of God, amenable to
no tribunal but his, and that it is in vain for us to attempt to shield our
unfaithfulness and disobedience, under the plausible pretext, that we must
submit to the government of man. If this were true, then Jehovah should have
furnished us with another Bible, where we are pointed to man as our lawgiver,
our judge and our king, and provided another Savior; for as Harriet Martineau
justly remarks, two orders of beings require different codes of laws, and a
different mode of redemption. Nothing has enveloped the mind in more ignorance
and uncertainty, than the false idea that the mere circumstance of sex does not
determine these points, and yet we cling to the notion with as much pertinacity as
though the decree were immutable, and it were sin to doubt.

Until we comprehend the design of God in the creation of woman; until we take
our stand, side by side with our brother; until we read all the precepts of the Bible
as addressed to woman as well as to man, and lose, in our moral, intellectual,
and immortal nature, the consciousness of sex, we shall never fulfill the end of
our existence. We are constantly busying ourselves, with vain endeavors to
discover the exact point, where the duties of men and women diverge, and
setting up a standard of perfection for each to aim at, thus merging the spiritual in
the physical nature, and crating a distinction which God never made. Duties
belong to situation, not to sex; a mother has duties totally different from a single
woman; but the rights and responsibilities of men and women as moral beings
are identical, and must necessarily be so, if their nature is the same, and their
relations to the supreme Being precisely similar. "With regard to all moral
reformations, men and women have the same

- See letters published in the N. E. Spectator, on the Province of Woman.

duties and the same rights." The ground | take on this point is very plain. | wish to
spare you, | wish to spare myself, the worthless and disgusting task of replying in
detail to all the coarse attacks and flattering sophisms, by which men have
endeavored to entice, or drive women form almost every sphere of moral action.



"Go home and spin," is the well meaning advice of the domestic tyrant of the old
school. "Conquer by personal charms, and fashionable attractions," is the brilliant
career marked out for her, by the idols and the idolaters of fashion. "Never step
out of the bounds of decorum, and the customary ways of doing good;" is the
sage advice of maternal caution. "Rule by obedience, and by submission sway;"
is the golden saying of the moralist poet, sanctioning female servitude, and
pointing out a resort and a compensation, in female cunning. What with the fear
of the insolent remarks about women, in which those of the dominant sex, whose
bravery is the generous offspring of conscious impunity, are particularly apt to
indulge; and with the still stronger fear of being thought unfeminine, it is indeed a
proof of uncommon moral courage, or of an overpowering sense of religious duty
and sympathy with the oppressed, the guilty, and the outcast, that a woman is
induced to embrace the unpopular, unfashionable, obnoxious principles of the
moral reform, or abolition societies. Popular opinion, the habits of society, are all
calculated to lead women to consider the place, the privileges, and the duties,
which etiquette has assigned to them, as their peculiar portion, as more important
than those which nature has given them in common with men. Men have at all
times been inclined to allow to women peculiar privileges, while withholding from
them ESSENTIAL RIGHTS. In the progress of civilization and Christianity, one
right after antother has been conceded, one occupation after another has been
placed within the reach of woman. Still we are far from the practical
acknowledgement of the simple truth, that the rational and moral nature of man,
is the foundation of all rights and duties, and that women as well as men are
rational and moral beings."

The present, is a deeply interesting and important period in the history of woman.
The lord Jehovah has opened before her a wide field for usefulness and exertion.
The cry of misery, the call for help, comes up from the fearful haunts of
licentiousness; the wail of despair, the shriek of the helpless victims of cruelty
and lust, is borne to our ear on every southern breeze: the maniac how! of
intemperance, reaches us from the habitations of drunkenness, and pleads with
trumpet tongue for our aid in driving these unclear spirits form our land. Can
woman turn from so much wretchedness, and suppose that when she has been
well to the ways of her household, and prepared a well spread table for her
family, all her duties are performed and the end of her existence is answered,
when she is neglecting duties equally important. In the present state of -
Christendom, every woman is acting for, or against the great work of moral | =
reformation; every woman, let her sphere be ever so contrac

ntracted, her influence
ever so small, is retarding, or accelerating the spread of truth and righteousness
on the earth, by her example and conversation. She is either exciting those with

whom she mingles to good works, or she is settling them down at ease in Zion. S
There is so much to do, no one need be at any loss. So we have time, others ~ | (' -
have money, others can write, others can speak, others can take the periodicals '
and scatter them like seed over the land, that they may spring up, and bear fruit, ,
some thirty, some sixty, some an hundred fold. Women in the present day, are -




placed in a solemn and responsible situation. Circumstances, and the entreaties
of the ministry that they would come up to the work of moral reformation, have
drawn them out of obscurity, and in some degree burst their bonds: light has
shone up their minds, and they have been enabled to rise a little out of that state
of ignorance, to which they had been consigned. Sympathy has enlarged their
hearts, active benevolence has elevated their moral character, a more extended
sphere of usefulness and of observation has improved their intellectual faculties,
and given a higher tone to their desires and their pursuits; but still, woman falls
far short of the high and holy station assigned her by her Creator. Those who are
engaged in the moral reformations of the day, still measure their actions by a
corrupt public opinion, and while they have nobly dared to go forward in these
glorious enterprises, regardless of the esteem of a portion of mankind, they are
still bound by the unseen fetters of ecclesiastical censure, and know little of that
licerty wherewith Christ has made us free. To these women | would say,
"emancipate yourselves from every kind of bondage, if the Lord require it, and
this you only can decide. Open your mouths with wisdom, cry aloud, and spare
not, show my people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins."
Remember, to God your account has to be rendered, and no man, or body of
men, can answer for us, in that day when we shall be judged "according to the
deeds done in the body." Some women who are laboring for Christ, have
doubtless done all that was required of them, and in the remarks IK have made, |
am far from wishing to depreciate their usefulness, or undervalue their sacrifices;
still | believe, there is a wealth of intellect and talents for public exercises, among
some who if they yielded to the impressions of duty, would be the Huldahs and
the Annas of the day in which they live.

There is one class of women, who, being timid and unaccustomed to think for
themselves, and to realize that they are free agents, submit to the command or
the opinion of a father, a husband, or a brother, under the false idea in which they
have been educated, that man is their superior. The authority he has assumed,
and which they have conceded, is felt to be binding, and the conscience being
fettered by this notion, they do not dare to act out the impulses of nature, or the
promptings of duty. Oh! that they would learn all-important lesson, "Cease from
man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be accounted of?" Pay
all proper respect and deference to the opinions of relatives, but never let those
opinions turn you aside from the path of duty. | have known women thus swayed,
who have left sacred obligations unperformed, stifled the voice of God's Spirit,
and given a deep wound to their own peace, as well as robbed the cause of
virtue of their talents and their influence.

There is another class who are glad of any excuse to relieve themselves from
difficult and arduous duties - who shelter themselves under the plea, that their
male friends are opposed to their uniting in moral reform, or abolition efforts. Ah,
my sister, do they remember that every woman has to work out her own
salvation, with fear and trembling, and that these excuses will avail nothing in the



judgment of Him who saith, "All souls are mine" - "Fear not them that kill the
body, and after that they have no other harm they can do: but | will forewarn you
whom [you should] fear; fear him who, after he hath killed, [hastens them ] to cast
into hell; yea, | say unto your, fear [him most]. They may try to pacify their
consciences with [all manner of] unholy subterfuges, but they can no more [foist
their] responsibilities on another, than they can divest themselves of their
responsibility to God. But whilst | earnestly desire [that all] men may come up to
their duties in the [great task of] regenerating a fallen world, | entreat [them to do]
it openly, fearlessly, trusting in the Lord. [Though it is] known some women sign
petitions for the [abolition] of slavery in the District of Columbia, secretly because
their husbands forbade their doing, | have approved of it. If any sufficient reason
can be adduced, why woman should be governe(d by the opinion of man, any
more than man by the opinion of woman, then let him be her counsellor, and her
GOD; but | enter my protest against her having two masters: it makes our case
too hard, and [causing us] to be double minded, and unstable in our [womanly
conception] gives a mortal stab to moral rectit(ude)........ moment we admit the
idea, that we may do ......... good may come, we lose our self-respect, ........
policy as our rule, instead of righteousness ......... deceive a man by a show of
submission. ......... that you cannot obey him, rather than God ....... It is your
intention to sign that petition; but ......... see that it is not because you love to
have your own way, but because it is your duty. In all things where submission
can be yielded without any dereliction of duty, carry out, to its fullest extent it,
be......... Christ has commanded his disciples nottorr.......... Such an open and
Christian course of con......... secure the esteem and confidence of almost
......... while it will thake from him the charter he.........cics he holds, to exercise
all his selfish pass......... being whom he regards as his inferior, and .........
been placed in subjection to him by Jehovah ........ | am persuaded, if we did not
love our cha......... would, after a short resistance, yield to the ...... truth and
unbind our fetters; but we love ...... ized; we enjoy the heartless attention
which(h)......... from "the generous promptings of chivalr(y)......... poetry of
romantic gallantry," to use the example of C. E. Beecher; we prefer homage
accorded to the shrine of WOMAN, to the respect and admiration accorded to us
as moral and intellectual bei(ngs). We would rather be the playthings of man,
tha(n) be on an equality with him, because if we assume the dignified station of
free agents, of moral beings,we would at once avow ourselves liable to the same
liabilities which rest upon him. The more | think on the subject of woman's rights
and duties, (the more) | am persuaded, that until she elevates hers(elf) to the
appropriate sphere which God appointed her, the cause of moral reformations
will move slowly forwa(rd). Remember that degradation was the first effect of sin,
and [elevation and liberation] will give an impulse to public morals and uplifted
sentiment, which nothing else can give. When woman is kept in her present
unholy subjectio(n, when she feels as if man was her master - she cannot move
forward the glorious work of reformation, she cannot be a fellow-laborer with him
in the gospel of Jesus Christ.



It is of unspeakable importance to wome(n) in our world, that she should
disenthral her mind of the opinion which spell-binds her as by sorcery, that she is
to look to man as the regulator of her actions, the prescriber of the sphere in
which she is to move. It is my deep and solemn conviction, that she who first
tasted of the forbidden fruit, and gave of it to man, who was the honored
instrument of giving birth to the Savior of the world, is designed by her gracious
Creator to set a conspicuous part in bringing in the millennial glory of his
kingdom, not as a subordinate agent to man, but as a being who is standing
immediately under the government of Jehovah. "The Lord God is a sun and a
shield, the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in
THEE.

Thine in the bonds of womanhood,

Sarah M. Grimké
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‘duties aod ‘the sawme rights,” The ground 1take oo
this point is very plais. [ wish 1o spare you, I wish
pare myself, the wartlless and disgustiog task of
eplylng in-detail to all the coarse attacks and Satter-
ing sophisms, by which men have endeavcred to en-
tice, or to drive women f{rom almost every sphere of
moral fction. ¥ Go home and spin,” is the well mean.
fig advice of the domestic tyrant of the old school
&' Conquer by personalcharms, aod fashionable attrac-
tions," is the brillisnt career marked out for ber, by
the idols aod the idolaters of fashion. ™ Never step
out of the buands of decorum, and the customary
ways of doing good;" is the sage advice of materoal
caution. " Rule by obedicnce, and by submission
sway;” is tbe goldea saying of the moralist poet,
Wﬂi@mﬂwuue-
sort aod € compensation; in female cunning. What
with the fear of the insolent remarks sbont women,
in which those of the dominant sex, whose bravery
.is the generous offspring of conscious imponity, are

er fear of being thoughi uofeminioe, it is indeed s
prouf of uccommon moral courage, or of ao over-
poweriog sense of religious duty and symparthy with
the uppressed, the guilty, and the oulcast, that a wo-
maa is induced to embrace the unpopular, unfashion-
able, obnoxious principles of the moral reform, or
abolition societies. Popuolar opinion, the habits of
society, are all calculated to lead women to consider

, the place, the privileges, and the doties, which eti-
qu‘euc‘hu assigned to them, as their peculiar poition,
as more importantihan those which natute has given
them io common with meo. Men have at all times
been inclined to allow o women peculiar privileges,
while withholding from them sssgntiaL mionrs. In
the progress of civilization and Christianity, cae
right after apother has been conceded, one occops-
tion after another has been placed within the reach
of womsan. Siill we are far from the practical ac-
knowledgement of the simple truth, that the rations!
and moral aature of man, i the foundation of ali
rights and duties, and that women as well as men are
rational and moral beings.”

‘The present, iy a decply iuteresting snd important
period ia the history of woman. The Lord Jehovab,
Bas opened belore her @ Widé TiEld for usefulness asd
sxention. The cry of misery, the call for help, comes
up from the fearful hauats of licentiousness; the
wail of despair, the shriek of the belpless victims of
cruelty and lust, is borne Lo our ear on every southern
breeze ; the maniac howl of intemperance, reaches us
from Lhe habitations of dronkenaess, and pleads with
trumpet tongue for our aid in driving these uoclean
spirits from ‘%bur land, Can woman turp from so
moch -retcbeduwmig:;zt_gﬂm has
$zen well (o the ways of ber houseHold, and prepared
“e well spread (abiej'c'ﬁ_ Ber family, ail ber duiiesnre
“perfoTmed 300 ihe end of her existence if gnsweied,
wheg she ix peglectiog dulic"rquaily jmportan(t
1o the preseot staze of Chiristendon, every woman is

* actiog for, or sgainstthe Kreat work of moral reform.
wtion ; Evety womaE, let her ﬂi'é're’be €Ver 50 cob-

the cartd, by H datiun, eI
eitke7 eXeNIag (hioe WilE Whoti she anbgles to good

- works, or she is settling them down at eass in Zion.
There is so moch to do, no one need be at soy low
vuebave time, vikers bave money, others can write,
OU.rva ran cneak. o:hers ~an talrs the nerindicral: ant

Taboriag for

scatter them like seed over the land, that they may
spring up, and bear froit, some thirty, some sirty,
some an hundred fold. Wumen in the preseot day,
are placed io & solemn and respounsible situstion,
Circumstances, and the entreaties of 1the ministry that
they would come up to the work of moral reforms-
tion, bave drawn them out of obscarity, and io some
degroe borst their boods; light has sbone opon their
minds, aod they bave beeo epabled to rise a little ont
of that state of igoorance, to which they had been
coosigned. Sympathy has enlarged their hearts, ac-
tive beoevolence has clevated their moral character,
& more extended sphere of usefulness and of observa-
tion bas improved their intellectual facalties, and
given a higher tone totheir desires and their pursaits;
bat still, woman falls far short of the high and holy
station assigned her by her Creator. Those who are
cogaged in the moral reformations of the day, siill
measure their actionsby a corrupr public opinion,
aod while they havenubly dared 1o go furwardin these
glorious enterprises, regardless of the esteem of & por.
tion of maukind, they are still bousd by the unseen
fetters of ecclesiastical censure, and kmow little of
that liberty wherewith Christ has made os free. To
these women [ would say, “ emancipate yourselves
from every kind of bondage, ifthe Lord reqoire it,
aod this yox ooly cao decide. Open your moaths
with wisdom, cry aloud, and spare sol, show my peo-
ple their transgressions and the house of Jacob their
sios.” }_eJm@mSananr
dered, ‘and 0o man, or body of men, csn answer for
Lid_e_ewnc?it_:s_)' me women who are

rist, have doubtless done sil that was
reqoired of them, and in the remarks [ have made, I
am far from wishing to deprecinte their usefoloess, or
undervalue their sacrifices; still I believe, there isa
wealth of intellect and talents fur poblic exercises,
amoong some who if they yielded 1o the impressions of
duty, woald be the Hnldahs and the Annasof the day
in which they live. .

There is ooe cluss uf women, who, being timid
aod uoaccustomed to think for themselves, aad to re-
alize that they are free agents, sobmit to the commaand
or the opinioo of & father, s busband, or s brother,
under the false ides in which they have been edu-
cated, that mao is their saperior. The authority he
has assomed, and which they have conceded, is felt
to be binding, and the conscience being fettered by
this notion, they do not dare to act oot the impulses
of nature, or the promptings uf duty, Oh!that they
woold learn the all-important lesson, * Cease from
maen, whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is
he to be accounted of 1" Pay all proper respect sod
deforence to the vpinions of relatives, but never let
those apinions turn you aside from the path of duty.
I have known womes thus swayed, who hare left sa-
cred obligations unperfurmed, stiffied the voice of.
God's Spirit, aod given a dcep wound to their own
peace, as well as robbed the cause of virtoe of their
talents and their infuence. .

Thereis another class who are glad of any excuse
to relieve themselves from difficult and arduous du.
ties—whoshelter themselves ander the plea, that their
male fiiends are vpposed to their uaiting in moral
reform, or abolition effurts. Ahb, my sister, do they
rcmember that every woman has to work out her
own salvation, with fearsedtrembling, and that these
excuses will avail nothiog in 1he jadgment of Him

whasaith M AL crnnle 8re niine®__ Duar an) tham

that kill the body, snd afier that bavenot
they cao do: but ! will forewarn you whom
fear; (ear hin who, after he hath killed, ha
to cast joto hell; yea, [ say unto you, Feat
They may try to pacify their conscieoces
usholy sublerfugex, bot they can no more
responsibilities on another, than they can div
selves of their ratiooal being, and of their ¢
bility to God. But whilst I earnestly desire
men may come up to their duties in the gr
of regenerating a frllen world, I entreat the
it openly, fearlessly, trusting in the Lord
koown some womes sign pelitions for 1he
of slavery in the District of Columbia, sec
cause their husbands forbade their doiog |
approved of it If aoy sufficient reaso
adduced, why women should be governe
opinion of magp, any more than man by the
of womag, then let him be her couasellor,
oop; but I enter my prutest against her ha
masters: it makes our cace tov hard, end ¢
to be donble minded, and unstable in our w
ception gives s mortal stab to moral rectitt
moment we admit the idea, that we may do
good may come, we lose oar sell-respect,
policy as our rule, instead of rightevusnes:
deceive & nian by & skow of robmission.

that yon cannot obey him, rather thao Gud
it is yoar iotentioo to xign that petition; ba
see (hat it is oot becanse you love to have
way, but because it is your duty. lToall1hio
submission can be yielded without any dere
duty, cariy out, to its fullest extent, the do
noo-resistance, according to the apostolic ad
let him clearly voderstand that obedience
tised, not because ft is right to exsct it, bt
Christ has commanded bis disciplesnottor
Sack an open and Christian course of con:
secure the esteesn and confidence of almost
while it will take from him the charter he
cics he holds, to exercise all his selfish pass
being whom be regardx as hisinferior, and
been placed in subjection to him by Jehovat
I am persoaded, if we did not love our cha
WOUld,ANér a ahort resistance, yield 15 the

fzed; we enjoy (ke Beariless attentiun whic
from " the generous promptings of chivalr:
poetry of romantic gallantry,”to nse the ex
of C. B. Beecher; we prefer the homage ¢
the shrine of woman, to the respect and ar
accorded to us as nioral aod intellectual beir

on an equality with him, becan.e if we as:
dignified station of free ageots, of wmoral be
at ooce avow ourselves liable to the same

bilities which rest upon him. The more I
oa the subject cf woman's rights and duties,
[am persuaded, that uutil she elevates herse
pﬂgpri‘ale;?here which Gud appointed fo
moral refurmaticus witl tisuve slowiy furwa
dcgiadation was the first eA&TOr 810, 80d B
tion will give an impulse to putlic morals &
sentiment, which nothing else can give. W

she feels as if mao was ber master—she can
forward the glorivys worx of feformation
& fcllow-laborer with him in the gospel
Christ. *

I i nf uncorakahle Im-artence to wome

trith, aaTuobiod oor feucts; bul welovel |

would rather be the playthings of inap, tha |

man is kept io ber present unholy subjectio ¢
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werld, that she should disenthral her mind of the
opision which spell-binds her asby sorcery, that she
fs to-look to man es the regalator of her actions, the
prescriber of the spbere in which she is to move. It
is cay deep and solemn conviciion, that she who first
tasted of the forbidden fruit, and gave of it 1o man,
who wi the hosored fnstromest of giving birth to
the Suvior of the world, is designed by her gracions

C /s icuous part In bringing in the
alllcagia lory of B Fiopn oo oo g in the
Sfeat 10 mhs, Dot e being i e e
diately under the government of Jehovah. ' The
Lord God is # 4un and & shield, the Lord will give
grece and glory: nogood thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly,. O Liwd: of bosts, blessed
is the man that trusteth TRERR A
Thind ixike bonds of Wornanhoods &1
R AR ALY - T 7T M. Ganar.

" THE ADVOCATE.
NEW-YORK, JANUARY 1, 1838,

&

: A Happy New Year.

%A happy New Year,” to all the readers of the
Advocste; Aappy in the highest and noblest sense of
the word, “We wish them all as mach health agd
u;nponl prosperity, as will conduce to their best in-
terests; dat above all, we wish that their sqnls may
be fa health and prosper, and that every day of the
year on which we are just entering, may be marked by
uatiring zea! and increasing usefnlaess, We have
reached another of those way-marks which serveto
remiod os of the rapidity of oar. progress through
life, and the approxching termination of our pilgrir-
age, Buorely it becomes s here, as individuals, and
a1 & sociely, 10 paose, and erect.an Ebenezer, for
“hiibefty the Lord hath helped us.” . Not olie good
thing bid¥alled of all his promises, bat ‘mercy and
faithfultess have attended us at svery step, through
1ll the ereniful scenes of the past year,

There is much cause fur regret and humiliation on
Jar part, as we review the past, and contrast the good-
ress of God, with the returns of service we have ren-
lered; bat though the Tutare is shrouded in darkness,
re may look with hope and cheerfulness to its duties
ind events, relyiog on Him who has promised—'" A3
by day is, »o shall thy strength be.”

Could the record of that portion of time, which
8§ Bow vanisbed into the far-reachiog past, be un-
olled to mortal eyes, what & page wonld it present|
fow mnch more of sin and sorrow, of vice aad its

itendant misery, would be there embodied, than the
nagination had ever conceived of, previously. And
1, such & record is faithfully kept, of haman char-
ter and action ; not the faintest outline can be lost,
it the whole will be exhibited by Jehovah himself,
that day when the books shall be opened, and men

d aogels shall hear the things written therein.
sw should this overwhelming thought stimulate us

grealer activity in our Ma:ter's cause, if by any

rifice of personal case and comfort, we may di-

oish ihe vast amount of crime and woe, and be

tramental in plucking souls as brands from the
ning! There is abundant encouragement for us
abor, in the fact, that God Aas blessed and is bless-

"ouf feeble efforts with almost unparalieled suc-

% The change in pablic opinion, on the subject of

tal Reform, during the last year, has been greater

more exteasire, than we had dared to anticipate,

When trath comes in contact at every step with the
long established usages of society, and the strongest
prejadices and passions of the heart, its progress will
natorally be slow; bat every inch gained in this way
will tell on the strength and resoarces of the enemy,
We say it, not in « spirit of boasting, but of devoat
thanksgiviog to God ; that when we look at the acces-
sions o our ranks, mede during the last twelve
months, we are impressed with & deeper sense of the
majesty and omnipotence of trnth, than we have ever
before experienced. The eternal and self-evident
principles, which lie at the fonadation of oar efforts,
commend themselves to every man's conscience when-
ever they are clearly presented to the mind, and dis-
tinctly understood.” We areso constitated, that how-
ever we may break away from the restraints of virtoe,
and endeavor fo stifie the #til] small oicé of God
within ws, there is & chrord that ‘will will vibrate to the
touch of truth, so long s 1he faintest resemblance of
God'simage in our intellectual natore remains. And
what roatters it, though the instruments employed to
present this truth are feeble and apparesily inade.
quate to bring about thedesired results, if the strength
of a0 almighty arm is put forth on theirbehalf Just
so it should be; that the pride of human glory may
be stained, and all the praise given to him from whom
wisdom and knowledge, and every good work, pro-
ceedeth,
Aanother groun oL, is the rapi

crease of organized assuciations, for the promotion of

Moral Reform, in the various sections of oaF counlry,
The number of auxiliarics w this Sogi as been
00w (0 325" If 1he tmembers of these societies areatl
true to the =pirit and letter of their pledge, what an
smount of healthful influence is thos brought to bear
oa the morals of tha community! We entreat every
one of these dear sisters, by all the considerations
that can affect & rational xnd immortal being, to re-

member the responsibilities that rest upon them, and
beware of bringing repruach oe the holy cause they
have espoused. The humblest and most obseure in.
dividual may move forward this Inighty engiae, by
fervent prayer and the sileat influence of a consistent
example ; or by = contrary course, she roay paralyze
the efiorts of the Suciety to which she beloags, and
bring shame and confusion of face to all its mem.
bers. _Mo ends on_indiri i i
usually imagj can fail in daty, wit
~materiully affecting the interests of the whole, apd
"Dote can ahi bility on another, un-
der any pretence whatever.  There is something for
every one of us to perform, whichng other being in
lb?ii'iﬁ_rsz:in'_g_d_o_gqr_m, S8 _every woman
dves Ker daty, the cause ome
neglect,

l;?onclusion, we ask all the friends of mora] pari.
17, to join us in & renewed consecration of ourselves
lothe great work ia which we are muually engaged,
Let us determine on enlarged pluns of action, fet na
atlempt great things, and by the blessing of God, we
shall accomplish them. ' Who shall harm us, if we
be followers of ihat which is good1” We are ‘sur.
rounded with o cloud of witnesses, near us, though
invisible, like the stars by day; and emong them are
dome, who few months since were toiling at our side,
but who now "rest from their labors, and their works
do follow them.” Soon, very zoon we shell be called
10 enter the presence of our Lord andMaster, and we
shall not then remember with sorrow, any sacrifices

e g

we may have made to udvuce his cause on the earth,

{deﬂhﬁg,’ﬂm‘nidmkméome uptoihe help
of the Lord against the mighty, Come with the faith

which broaght onr Puritan mothers through ali the
perils of the deep ioto a howling wilderness, where
even the stout heart of manhood qusiled benedth the
terrors that eacompassed them, God hath given: ps.
& warmth of feeling and steadfastness of purpose,which
we may and ought {0 nse in & nobler service than our *
seX has hitherto done. Consecrate yourselves anew
to Him who bought yon with Hiy blood, abd seek
only to know his will in relaiion to every question of
doty. Pray for us, we beseeck you'; for our paper, onr
missionaries, and the other depariments of our ardu.
ous work., We sre wealk, 2ad need divine assistance}
we ate fallible and imperfect, and need divine guid- .

aace; and for this we ask your earnest petitions atthe
thrond of gtace. May God grant that thoge who now
g0 forth weepity, Berring précions seed:may soon
come again tejoicing, bringing their sheaves ‘with”
them |

Extracts from Report of the Visiting Commitice.

26¢tA. Met with an instance to-day which led me
to feel that the Spirit of the Lord can, axd does,
sumetimes, subdue opposition to our eforts, A lady -
with whon [ was conversing, seemed to manifest
unusual interest in the object of my visits. She sub-
scribed for the paper with avidity, and said she would
placa it in the bands of her apprentices, and her .
prayer should be, that they might not be left to ridi.
cule the cause, as she had done. Bhe then stated;
thai previous to her corversion, 8 pious Joung lady
had often presented the Advocaic to hersell and her
gay comp S, 80d desired them (0 read it But .
they abused her kindness, and repelled the hated-
monitor with scorn. o

The Christian spirit manifested by the young lady. .
awakened remorse in the mind of Miss . A

heavily upon her heart, and 1he burthen was not re-
moved till (as she trustsy her pesce was made with
God. There is now a thorough change in her views
relative to this subject, and she seems deeply solicit-

sard to it.
29A. Met with « woman who informed me tKat

ceeded to tell me something of her history. .. 85e.
stated that she was on the point of establishing -
& honse of itl fame, when, most pron'aemiany, she
heard him presch on the sevehth commandment.—
The sermon was to her as ““a pailin & sure place.”
She itamedistely abandoned her purpuse, and has

sitice sought sn honest living, by honest means. &ha
now keeps a respectable boarding house, is & regolar
subscriber to our paper,and sppears to feel bound by
ten thousand obligniions to do all in her power for
the advancement of moral parity,

A few doors from thie I entered a dwelling, and
found a number of sailors sinting together, apparently
unoccapied. I gave to each of them a tract, and cone
versed with them about their soul's salvation. My
fears are alweys awakened when appreaching men
of this class, and | was at first mach embarrassed s
bat they behaved so respectfully that I was encoars

tged to speak freely, One of them said to dis com-

while alter this, when her sins were set In.or‘d’ex""be-,« ‘
fore her, her treatment of this kind friend weighed .. .

ous thatall her sex should feel as she does with re.

the departed McDowall had been the means of her
temporal and eternal salvation. She spoke of bim |
with much emotion, and after some hesitation, pro- o4
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